Short Answer
1. Name the five common characteristics of religion cross-culturally 

Across different cultures five common characteristics of religion include; 

i. Religion across all cultures encompasses a strong belief in a supernatural being that is belief in spirits, gods or GOD. 

ii. Across all cultures religion involves execution of some prescribed rituals activities conducted by specific individuals

iii. Religion is known to promote some form of moral code as well as ethical principles across all the cultures

iv. Religion involves sharing of some common sacred stories which contains teaching on how the believers are supposed to behave and live. 
v. Religion across all cultures usually have sacred places, people as well as objects.

2. How does the concept of time vary from one culture to another?
Time varies from one culture to another. Eastern and Western cultures view time in complete different concepts. In the western hemisphere, people employ time in complete different ways and in opposing manner from other cultures. This is also applied different by the Eastern cultures. 
3. What is one of the major characteristics of human beings that distinguish them from other species?
Human beings although considered to be part of animal species, they appear to be more superior to others animals. Human beings have bigger brains and are able to make rational decisions compared to other animals. They are able to communicate I a fluent speech and wear clothes to cover their nakedness. These abilities put them at par from other animals. 
4. How does learning about other cultures help anyone learn about their own culture?

Learning about other cultures is very important as it helps in creating awareness about the cultures and hence helping one to have a deeper understanding of one’s culture. Learning about other cultures helps us in protecting and understanding the values of one’s culture. When one look at the other people’s culture, he will have the ability to have a deeper understanding of the cultures as well as his own culture. 
